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SDHC Achievement Academy
Introduction

• The SDHC Achievement Academy  
is a 9,600 square-foot learning and  
resource center with a computer  
lab.

• One of 39 Move to Work agencies 
designated nationwide.

• Services provided in three core  
areas:
— Employment placement and  

career improvement
— Personal financial education  

and coaching
— Access to income supports

SDHC Achievement Academy  
Participant meeting with

SDHC Workforce Readiness 
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SDHC Achievement Academy
Client Readiness
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• Unemployed – potential urgent services

• Underemployed – trouble staying afloat

• Employed - looking for advancement



SDHC Achievement Academy
Success Story
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Shavonne”s Story:



SDHC Achievement Academy
Services Provided

• Work readiness workshops
• Access to on-site and off-site job  

skills training
• Financial education and  

counseling
• Family Self-Sufficiency program
• Access to government benefits  

programs

• Weekly employer recruitments
• Computer training – free access to  

computers on-site
• Soft skills
• Specialized programs  

(Multigenerational, Single parent, 
Bridges to Career Opportunities)

Family Self-Sufficiency Graduation Ceremony  
Malcolm X Library – 5.30.18
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SDHC Achievement Academy
“We’re About People”
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Questions?

Thank you!



Presenters: 
Ms. Cierra Mays, Housing Program Manager

Mrs. Gloria Parham, Team Leader and Benefits Specialist

Bilingual Financial Opportunity Center
1624 Hull Street,

Richmond, Virginia 23224
Mrs. Dianna Bowser, CEO/President



Our Mission:

SCDHC’s mission is to use a holistic 
approach to create viable, thriving 
and sustainable communities.  Our 
purpose is to provide quality 
residential and commercial 
development, supportive resources, 
services and programs throughout 
the Central Virginia region. 

Services Offered: 

➢ Employment, Financial and Income 
Supports (Benefits) Coaching

➢ Homebuyer’s Education

➢ Down Payment Assistance

➢ Pre- and Post-Purchase Counseling

➢ Foreclosure Prevention Counseling

➢ Construction Development

SCDHC has been a trusted and valued community development corporation                           

in the Southside Richmond Community for over 30 years.  







How do we assist clients 

in working towards 

Homeownership?



Our Homeownership Success Story

Cotina Brake did not set out to buy a house when she came to SCDHC, her 

first goal was to repair her credit and get out of public housing. She was 

participating in BLISS, a self-sufficiency program from the Office of 

Community Wealth Building, when she was referred to SCDHC to help 

improve her credit. Cotina had been living in public housing for over 10 

years. She started to improve her financial situation by landing a better 

paying job. After Credit Counseling and months of establishing a savings 

for herself. She started the home buying process in June of 2019.  With the 

assistance from SCDHC providing her $14,000 in down payment 

assistance, the client was able to purchase her first home after renting all 

her life. Cotina is a prime example of an individual who was committed to 

her goal and held herself accountable to that goal. By putting forth the 
work to improve her financial health. The sky is the limit.
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